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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of June Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 10th June 2015 at 4.00 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________
PRESIDING:


Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





John Duffy, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 





Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Pat O’Toole,    





P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Director of Services/Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Peggy Nolan.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8th April 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 15th April 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Special “In Committee” Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 6th May 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th May 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
 None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 11th March 2015, as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
Center Parcs Project.

The Chief Executive updated the meeting regarding the Center Parcs project.

Restructuring of Directorates.

Mr. T Caffrey, Chief Executive, advised the members that the functional areas of responsibility for the three Directorates within Longford County Council were revised from 2nd June 2015.

The three Directorate titles with their broad functional areas of responsibility were outlined by the Chief Executive as follows -

Roads, Housing & Emergency Services including Granard Municipal District

(Broad Functional Areas : Roads & Transportation, Housing & Building, Emergency Services & Civil Defence)

                              

Finance & IT, Water Services & Environmental Services including Ballymahon Municipal District

(Broad Functional Areas : Finance, Audit, Insurance & Risk Management , Information Systems, Procurement, Water Services,  Environmental & Veterinary Services)  

Economic & Community Development, Planning, Corporate, Cultural & Recreational Services, HR,  including Longford Municipal District

(Broad Functional Areas: Economic Development, Planning & Development & Building Control, Unfinished Housing Estates, Community & Enterprise, Libraries, Arts, Cultural & Heritage Services, HR & Corporate Services, Recreation & Amenity, Urban & Village Renewal )

ROADS, HOUSING & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Guidelines for the Setting and Managing of Speed Limits in Ireland (2015).

Circular RSD 01/2015 dated 23rd April 2015 regarding Guidelines for the Setting and Managing of Speed Limits in 
Ireland (2015), incorporating Guidelines for the application of Special Speed Limits was considered by the Corporate Policy Group.  It was agreed that this item be referred for consideration to the three Municipal District Committees and the Infrastructural and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.
Disposal of Property at Drumderg, Ballinalee,  Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor  Mae Sexton  seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at Drumderg, Ballinalee,  Co. Longford to Forbes Construction Ltd. in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 14th May 2015.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 3 Connolly Crescent, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 3 Connolly Crescent, Longford to Sean & Mary Hussey in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 25th May 2015.

Notice of Motion.

Capital Assistance Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Pat O’Toole and seconded by Councillor  Mark Casey  -

“To seek clarification from the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government regarding the continuing availability of funding for Approved Housing Bodies (such as St.Christopher's) from the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) to enable them provide accommodation for persons with an Intellectual Disability specifically if such housing units are to be referenced as "Designated Centres" under the HIQA Regulations.

 

It should be noted that the Capital Assistance Scheme is the only funding stream currently available to Approved Housing Bodies to provide Community Housing.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government regarding this issue.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE, 
CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES.

Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee Meetings.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meetings held on 26th January and  2nd March 2015, as circulated, were noted.
Recommendation from the Corporate Policy Group 
 regarding the filling of vacancy on the Audit Committee.
Subsequent from the recommendation received from the Corporate Policy Group, on the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock it was agreed that former Councillor, Mr. Denis Glennon, fill the vacancy on the Audit Committee occasioned by the death of Gerry Brady, R.I.P. Councillor M. Carrigy expressed disappointment that the Fine Gael party was not given the opportunity to nominate a person to fill the vacancy on the Audit Committee.

Disposal of land at Templemichael Glebe, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor John Browne, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of land at Templemichael Glebe, Longford to Panelto Foods, in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 6th May 2015.
Regeneration Programme for County Longford.

Mr. T. Caffrey, Chief Executive, informed the meeting that sanction was received from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government to the creation of the post of Regeneration Officer.  All the members welcomed this announcement by the Chief Executive.
Annual Report 2014.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Report 2014, as circulated.
Notice of Motion.

Rural Development Programme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor John Duffy and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy -
“That this Local Authority write to Alan Kelly,  T.D., Minister for the  Environment, Community & Local Government, asking that the terms of the new RDP funding include the 
possibility of Local Authorities going as co-proposers with community groups for upgrading and installation of footpaths in our rural villages.”
Councillor Duffy agreed to amend the motion as follows  -

“That this Local Authority write to Alan Kelly,  T.D., Minister for the  Environment, Community & Local Government, asking that the terms of the new RDP funding include the 

possibility of Local Authorities going as co-proposers with community groups for community infrastructure in our rural villages.”

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, WATER SERVICES & EVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two public liability claims were received during April 2015 and three public liability claims were received during May 2015.

Financial Update for Quarter 1 of 2015.
Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, outlined the details of the Quarterly Financial Update for Quarter 1 of 2015, as circulated, and replied to queries raised by the members. 
Tenant Purchase Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, it was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government, and copied to the A.I.LG, regarding the need to progress the introduction of a new Tenant Purchase Scheme for local authority tenants as soon as possible.
Notices of Motions.

Water Hydrant on the Ballinalee Road, Granardkille.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor  J. Duffy -
“That Longford County Council contact Irish Water to install a Water Hydrant on the Ballinalee Road, Granardkille as there are a group of twelve 
houses at this location with no hydrant , should a fire occur.” 

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Irish Water regarding Councillor Reilly’s request.
Funding for Municipal Districts (former Town Council/Rating Authority).
Councillors G. Warnock, M. Sexton,  J. Browne, S. Butler, P. Loughrey and P. Nolan.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors G. Warnock and seconded by 

Councillor S. Butler  -

“Longford Municipal District proposes that the AILG lobby the Minister of the Environment, Community & Local Government to review current procedures governing the distribution of funding from the Local Authority to Municipal Districts, to favour a weighted allocation towards Municipal Districts which contained a Town Council which was a Rating Authority (former UDC).”
It was agreed to amend the Motion as follows  -
“Longford Municipal District proposes that the AILG lobby the Minister of the Environment,   Community & Local Government to review current procedures governing the distribution of
funding from the Local Authority to Municipal Districts, to favour an additional allocation from Central Funds to Districts which contained a Town Council which was a Rating Authority (former UDC).”

General Items.
Correspondence - circulated.

Letter dated 17th April 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation regarding economic support to SMEs was noted.  Councillor S. Butler stated that he was not in agreement with the contents of the letter.
Letter dated 15th April 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance regarding Home Repossessions was noted. 
Letter dated 22nd April 2015 received from the Office the Taoiseach regarding Home Repossessions was noted.
Letter dated 23rd April 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government regarding commercial rates was noted.

Notice of Motion.

Grant Scheme for Farm Safety.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor  P.J. Reilly          -

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Agriculture to re-open the Grant Scheme for Farm Safety due to the great take up on the last Scheme and the benefit to the farming community.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister.

Presentation to Peter Masterson.

It was noted that a Mayoral Reception will be held at 7.00 p.m for Peter Masterson in recognition of his involvement in the community text alert schemes in County Longford .
Irish Postmasters’ Union Six Point Plan.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J Reilly seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Secretary General, Irish Postmasters Union stating that the members of the Council unanimously support the Irish Postmasters’ Union Six Point Plan to sustain the Post Office Network and support local communities.

The correspondence to be copied to the A.I.L.G.

Training -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
8th July 2015.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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